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The Board of Trustees of the Public Employees’ Retirement System (PERS) met in the fourth floor board 
room of the PERS Building, 429 Mississippi Street, Jackson, Mississippi, at 1:00 p.m., Tuesday, June 25, 
2019. This meeting was duly announced to the public, at 5:03 p.m., June 7, 2019, via the Public Meetings 
Notice website of the Mississippi Department of Finance and Administration.  

The following PERS Board members were present at the meeting: Board Chair Kelly Breland; Mr. Bill 
Benson; Dr. Lee Childress; Mr. George Dale; Deputy State Treasurer Jesse Graham, representing State 
Treasurer Lynn Fitch; Ms. Kimberly Hanna; Mr. Chris Howard; Dr. Randy McCoy; Dr. Brian Rutledge; 
and Mr. Drew Snyder. Absent: none. Also attending were PERS Legislative Liaison members, Senator 
Sally Doty and Representative John Read. 

Staff members present: Ray Higgins, Shirley Sessoms, Davetta Lee, Kenny Grissett, Andrew Hoeniges, 
Terri Hudson, Susan Lyon, Terrance Yarbrough, Tony Williamson, Terri Bennett, Amy Marquez, Walter 
Hille, Charles Nielsen, Jason Clark, Billy Means, Mason Frantom, Shelley Powers, and Mary Jones. Also 
attending was Special Assistant Attorney General Martin Millette. 

Guest attendees were: Brad Berls, Eide Bailly; Dr. Terrell Tisdale and Mrs. Martha Tisdale, Retired 
Education Personnel of Mississippi; Ray Wright, Joint Committee on Performance Evaluation and 
Expenditure Review; Porscha Miner and Lee Anne Robinson, Legislative Budget Office; Allan Cooper, 
Mississippi Department of Finance and Administration; and Cavanaugh Macdonald actuaries, Ed Koebel 
and Jonathan Craven.  

Chairman Breland called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. and gave the invocation. Chairman Breland led 
the attendees in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States flag. 

Chairman Breland called for a motion to approve the meeting agenda. The motion was made by 
Dr. McCoy, seconded by Dr. Rutledge, which motion duly passed, to approve the meeting agenda. 

Voting for: Benson, Breland, Childress, Dale, Graham, Hanna, Howard, McCoy, Rutledge, and Snyder. 
Voting against: none. Absent: none. 

Chairman Breland called for a motion to approve the minutes of the board meeting of April 23, 
2019. The motion was made by Dr. Childress, seconded by Mr. Graham, which motion duly 

passed, to approve the minutes of the board meeting of April 23, 2019. Voting for: Benson, Breland, 
Childress, Dale, Graham, Hanna, Howard, McCoy, Rutledge, and Snyder. Voting against: none. Absent: 
none. 

Chairman Breland presented the July through September 2019 PERS Employee of the 
Quarter award to Billy Means, in the PERS Management Information Systems technical 

services division. Chairman Breland stated that this award was being presented to Mr. Means in recognition 
of his hard work, professionalism, diligence, and dependability. Chairman Breland added that Mr. Means 
is being commended by PERS staff for being knowledgeable, efficient, patient and competent, showing 
pride for the PERS agency, and for demonstrating a positive and welcoming attitude.  

Administrative Committee Chair Lee Childress reported that the committee met Tuesday, 
June 25, 2019. Dr. Childress reported that PERS Executive Director Ray Higgins 

recognized two PERS employees for their years of service to PERS. 
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